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WASHINGTON AFTBE THE EEVOLTJTION. 

BY WILLIAM S. BAKER. 

[Addenda to Vol. XVIII. page 413.] 

THURSDAY, MAY 26, 1785. 

At Mount Vernon : " May 26. — Upon my return [from 
riding to the plantations] found M r Magowan, and a Doct* 
Coke & a M* Asbury here — the two last Methodist Preachers 
recommended by Gen 1 Eoberdeau — the same who were ex- 
pected yesterday. . . . After Dinner M r Coke & M r Asbury 
went away." — Washington's Diary. 

" May 26. — Mr. Asbury [Francis Asbury, Bishop of the 
M. E. Church] and I set off for General Washington's. 
"We were engaged to dine there the day before. The 
General's seat is very elegant ; built upon the great river 
Potomawk; for the improvement of the navigation of 
which, he is carrying on jointly with the State some 
amazing Plans. He received us very politely, and was very 
open to access. He is quite the plain, Country-Gentleman. 
After dinner we desired a private interview, and opened to 
him the grand business on which we came, presenting to 
him our petition for the emancipation of the Negroes, and 
entreating his signature, if the eminence of his station did 
not render it inexpedient for him to sign any petition. He 
informed us that he was of our sentiments, and had signi- 
fied his thoughts on the subject to most of the great men 
of the State ; that he did not see it proper to sign the peti- 
tion, but if the Assembly took it into consideration, would 
signify his sentiments to the Assembly by a letter. He 
asked us to spend the evening and lodge at his house, but 
our engagement at Annapolis the following day would not 
admit of it. "We returned that evening to Alexandria." — 
Journal of the Rev. Thomas Coke. 



